100 th EDITION FEBRUARY 1988

100 ISSUES AND STILL FLOURISHING !

The Brentor News evolved from a series of ten Newsletters produced by the Brentor
Community Centre between September 1978 and August 1979 to inform the village of the
development of the new venture. We obtained a duplicator with the aid of the Parish Council,
organised a typing rota and a distribution network and the first Brentor News was published in
November 1979. From the very beginning the paper reflected a wide range of community
interests.

Regular articles describing the goings-on in the Community Centre reveal an amazing
variety of activities including first-aid classes, a youth club, film shows, folk groups, lectures,
a playgroup, a garden club, Summer Fayres (complete with fortune tellers), rambles etc etc.
The shop itself has changed dramatically over the past few years but still prowdes a friendly
meeting place every other Wednesday.

Other regular contributions have been provided from issue No.1 by John Weston
(Church News, our regular page three feature), Stella Claringbold (Methodist news and many,
many lovely articles) and Dennis Young (Village Hall, Playing Fields and many features). The
ladies of the WI have always given us warm, graphic accounts of their meetings and the
gentlemen from the Cricket Club have given us blow by blow accounts of their many successes.
In all these regular features you can follow the seasonal pattern of events that makes life in the
country so much more alive and in tune than life in the town.

" BRENTOR. son. I .
Thanks to Susan Ward for allowing us to use this picture which is one
of a set of six cards. You can contact her in the Pannier Market on Tuesdays.



Besides reflecting and reporting on the everyday activities of the village our roving reporter at
the Parish Council Meetings has brought many controversial issues to our attention. The readers
letters have often reflected the heat of these debates and at one stage two Parish Councillors
announced that they no longer wished to receive the paper! The topics tackled have included
street lighting for the village, anniversary mugs for the children at Mary Tavy School,
emergency plans for a nuclear war, traffic signs in the village, transport for school children,
the demise of the village Post Office, the opening of a hotel in the village and the sale of Brent
Tor itself. In all cases the Brentor News acted as a forum for opinions to be aired and
misunderstandings to be explained.

The Brentor News has also provided us with many cameos of village life. Where else
would you find headlines announcing the loss of a dustbin from the Village Hall or an article
blaming local water shortages on a lightning strike on an underground water main? Then there
were the stories of Jeanette Emmett selling a bike to Lord Snowdon and Jenny Radford's sister
being immortalised at Madame Tussauds and Dennis Young's heroic attempts to find the source of
the River Burn. Add to that the detailed advice we had on how to survive a nuclear war, the
painstaking information on how to locate Halley's Comet (complete with star map) and the
beatiful travelogues from the USSR and California and you can see that all human life is here!

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES - A LOOK BACK OVER EARLIER EDITIONS

In this edition we have reproduced some of the articles that have appeared in earlier
numbers to remind you of the variety of topics that have been covered over the years. To select
these items | browsed through all 99 previous issues and | was struck by the picture that arose
of an active, caring community, affected by broader national and international issues but still
responding to the rhythm of the seasons.

The fact that the Brentor News presents such an interesting picture of village life shows
that it is playing an important function by keeping us all in touch with what is going on. It is not
just a Parish Magazine. It reflects a very wide range of interests and provides a forum for the
exchange of ideas on everything that affects our village life. Its continued success will depend
upon you the readers feeding back your articles, letters, poems, stories and ideas and helping us
to ensure that the Brentor News will be even more vigorous when the 200th edition is published
in 1997!



ASPECTS OF VILLAGE LIFE - SELECTIONS FROM THE BRENTOR NEWS
No. ll September 1980
SAMUEL FONE OF BLACK DOWN . . .

In the early years of this century, the Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould, vicar of:
Lewtrenchard and author of, "Onward, Christian: Soldiers", published a collection
of local tradltlonal folk secngs under the. title "Sengs of the West". i
bowdlerized the words unmarc1fully, and provided some unworthy accompaniments,
but at least he saved the scngs from oblivion..  Amengst. those from whom he

: gathered ballads was ong Samuel Fone. - All we are told of him is that he was

a stone—mason, lived on Black Down, and died: in 1898 This meagre information
forms: the basis of the followxng, | :

| BALLAD OF BLACK DOWN

o High on the hlllslde and deep in the quarry,
(Whittle the wood and chisel the stene)
Lingering breezes, caressing the heathland,
Call to the spirit of Samuel Fene.

Where de you lie now, minstrel of old time?

(Whittle the woed and chisel the stone) ; ok e
Trite though your tunes were, and rough-hewn your ditties,
Thase were: your: epltaph Samubl Fene. S

,There as you sang, them in ccttaga and. tavern, -
<o (Whittle the woed and.chisel the stone) et ol ooy
oo~ Lads that:were.cheeky and girls that were flckle Pbhakdn
s G0381ped and glggled withi oamuel Fong.: : S e
: W1nter and summer they gathered at evenlng,
~(Whittle the woed. and chisel the stone)
Battens and Bickels and Budges and Brimaccmbes
Swelling the cheorus with Samuel Fone.

Back in your boyhocd days, climbed you the hilltop°
(Whittle the woed and chisel the stone) EVCTH AR ARE
Saw you the lad that they strung on the gibbet'>

-»;:What dld you 31ng for him, Samuel: Fone? . i

i1 Hear: you tha voices of new-day cacophony° sl st
~+ (Whittle the weed and chisel the stone) s S
Pressley and Humperdinek, Streisand, McCartney,
What would you make: of them, Samuel\Fone”

- Rest in your granite grave, voice. stricken sile nt,
..+ (Duleet tener, or bass baritone?) :
- Swinging. guitars have: up—dated your melodles,
; Felk-singers rule 0.K,, Samuel Fonet:
(Acknowledgements are due to Jennifer Venning, who lent me her copy.)
L. LeFevre,

Ne. 21 July 1981,

Madame Zali was a fortune teller who appeared in a small marquee at tW” village.
Summer Fayres organlsed by the Ccmmunity Centre. : ~

ASEOUNDING PREDICTION COMES TRUEl 53 : s s H iy
Only days aftﬁr Madamc Zali’ predlct d that she wauld have a baby daughter

Jeanette Emmet gave birth to the very same, a little girl, (on Thursday 2nd
July) to be called Rebecca. .Congratulations to Roger and Jeanette. L. LeFevre.



No. 31 May 1982

Rosemary Wilkinson was an activs member of the Community Centre before moving
to the Falklands in 1981.

LETTER FROM THE FALKLANDS

Following our last issue Jean Whitfield sent a telegram to Rosemary Wilkinson
and family in the Falklands and later received a short reply by cable. On
the 6th April Reosemary wrote a short letter which we print belew . . .

"Dear Jean:- 'Appreciated cable - hope mine arrived. This may get through,

nc loeal planes but a bﬁat due scon. Can't say much but A.I. would not appreciate
new rules here! " Tell you all about it cne day. Safe here in the sticks at
present, no visitors yet though due socn, to collect firearms and 1list pecple
here ete. Two planses cover us teday, no doubt hunting for our friends. My

job continues (i.e. teaching in small schocl) ‘as nermal thcough similar work

in town stepped. Ne instructions received yet so will carry on till told

net to!  Hepe cavalry have fast horses! Love to all at Brentor Community

Centre. Rosemary.” PN ' :

Ne. 53 March 1984
THE VILLAGE_CLOCK

Many of ycu will have been asking "what is wrong with the clock?'. Well the
clock itself is fine. The trouble lies in the cverhead outbeard shafts and
bearings that operate the hands. The leng life lubricant has dried up and
fricticn has taken over. While perfectly capable of servicing the mechanism,
we cannot stand heights, and so the clock has remained stopped. However,

Mike and Gill Barge have voluntecred te lewer themselves on ropes cn the

cutside of the tower and attempt to get some lubricant inside the shaft bearings.
We hope tec have the old lady werking again scon. dor

| : Dennis and Stephen Young.

No. 56 June 1984
SNARED KITTEN

Yesterday ocur family and some friends went for a walk aleng the Langstene
Mancr footpath. On our way back we heard a ncise in the hedge of the field
just before the playing fislds. On investigation we found cut that it was

a kitten caught in a trap, mewing pitecusly. In order to release the kitten
I had te run down to Uncle John ‘Allen and berrcow some wire'cutters. Luckily
we found the kitten in time. It ran off, seemingly unharmed.

Brycnie and I are very angry with the person who put this illegal snare
so clese to civilizaticn, and hope that in publishing this, the culprits will
step using this barbaric method of trapping innccent ahimals. If anycne is
interested in seeing how cruel this instrument is, it will bg displayed in
the Community Shop.

£ Stephanie and Brycnie Thompsen.

No. 58 August 1984
MISS BELLRINGER

The Miss Bellringer, menticned in last menth's Brentor News, was a very well
xnown and benevolent character. She was the Mistress of the Village Scheol '
until it c¢losed. She provided or helped tc pay for, the bus that took the .
cengregation from the Village up to St. Michaels every Sunday evening in the
summer. . Until she left the Villags towards the end of her life, she was the .
President of the lccal British Legion Wemen's Section. She lived to be 97.

Gill Sibley.



: Miss Bellringer was a lady of stirling quality. She was Headmistress
of Brentor Schocl for many years and lived with a Mr. and Mrs. Bickfeord at
Mcorlands, Heathfield, where Mr. and Mrs. Frank Downing new live. From there
she walked te the .schoel and back each day. ;

- ... She formed-an_ "0ld Scholars' Assceiaticn, and I can remember two former
-pupils cf the schuel writing a play which was performed at a concert.

In érder to get shopping dene, Miss Bellringer weould cften~catch a train
to Tavistock after scheel clesed and walk back to Heathfield.

Oftentimes a 'Printerf's Devil' and former pupil of Miss Bellringer -
young Percy Sly - smplcyed at The Times Office, would overtake her, when cycling
home from.work and relieve her of her shopping bag and deliver it te Mocorlands.
A few pecple here kept in touch each Christmas and on her birthday, October
26th, and remember Miss Bellringer and many of her charitable deeds with affectiocn.

Stella Claringbcld.

Ne. 68 June 1985

This is a small extract from an article written by Gill Gerbutt te explain
the Brentor Community Shcep - as it was then run - to newecmers tc the village.

BRENTOR COMMUNITY SHOP

The shop is organised and run entirely by volunteers in the Village. One
rota of pecple set up the tables and serve in the shep each week while others
travel to Normans in Launceston each week for extra stock. There is a wide
range of well cver 90 different lines provided, covering most mid-week needs,
including fresh preduce such as butter and cheese. We have a Mini-Market
.too providing hcme baked cakes, pies, fresh bread and rcles, eggs and often
surplus vegetables and fresh herbs. If ycu have any surplus veg. or plants,
bring them aleng to sell.

It was decided criginally that cups of coffes, tea and squash should be sold
“to encourage pecple to stop and have a chat and get to know eacheother better. .

It can be especially helpful if you are new. Hundreds of cups have been
censumed over the years and still arel!

No. 70 August 1985
HEDLEY WALTER

Hedley Walter, of West Blackdewn, Brentor, died recently. He was 86 and proud
of it. He was born in the ccttage where he lived, as was his father and his
grandfather befcre him. We knew Hedley and his family for 25 years. He was
a family friend. His wcrking life was spent cn the Scuthern railway, which
he joined cn returning from the army in France after the First World War had
ended.  He tcld us his army nickname was. ‘farmer', pcssibly because of his
rich West Dgven dialect and his wenderful store of phrases.

My thoughts wandered remembering scme of the many things Hedley had teld us
about; the first car in Brentor, driven by Billy Webb for the Ward family

at Burnville and Fuzie Martin's comment on seeing it; the little lad down -

Burn Lane, on-seeing his first train, running indoors and telling his parents

- "quick, a blacksmith's shep is ccming aleng with a string of houses hanged

up behind 'uss'; the housekeepers at the wheelwrights in Burn Lane, where .

we now live and the coffins piled high inside our hcuse, waiting to be s2ld;

the many horses at Burnville; the feotball matches in Brentor, drawing a crowd
of 600; the thirty men, all working and living arcund the court area West
Blackdown; the building of the Reading Reoms (the Village Hall); the men working
in the leccal mines; the setting fire to Lamerton Church by Phil Heasing of
Langstcne; the lively Labour Part.meebings that would. pack the Reading Reem
with men coming out from Plymcuth with bicyeles to hand ocut Labour Party leaflets;



the shﬂps in thc village and who ran them; the busy scene at Brentﬂr and Lydfmrd
Stations e e tcc many .things tﬂ be- rym&mbgrgd 2 :

My thoughts r&turn 2d tﬂ the presvnt and tc Hedley whc we w1ll rem emb;r as
an hcnest man, a geod friend, and in his way a goed sceialist. He weorked
hard all his: llfe and PesprtEd cthers: whe had to work likewise, being scornful
of those whe propesed ‘totell him and ‘others how to work harder but had mothing
to offer but talk. For that Waascn he was scaptlcal of many cf tﬂday s peoliticians.
.We: will all miss hlm, {2
S ks The Ycung Family.

EEEER:

f;fHIGHLIGHTS OF BRENTOR VILLAGE LIFE AS SEEN THROUGH THE BRENTOR NEWS

. March 1980

Changes jte the Paxlsh Bcundarl s prepesad

May 1980

Lightening strikes and shatters an underground water main on Blackdown near

WCrtha Farm It kncckad cuLvMaty Tavy s water supply and lad tc pressure
eduction at the taps in some parts of Brenter S W W A. men had to dig

3 10 foot hols to mend *t

June 1980

Gardening Club arranged a bulk-buy from Sutton' s Seeds

July 1980 : : . A

Concern’ exprossed at thﬂ spraying of roadside verges with wesdkillers
mnﬁmﬁlvwa1&mwyCﬂmmchm@ﬁthn1pﬂ;q new the vérges ars

cut twice a year r~su1t’nv in a prefusion of wild flewers and a better habitat
for'ibird and insect life’ : s
Nevember 1980 A :

. Brentor Parish is 100 years old To.mark th~ ﬂccasicn JanV Vannlng ”FQaNlQFd
an ayeéning of ¢ Yﬂur Favourits Hymns“ da:

Nevember 1930

Westward T V serial "Village Action” is transmitted. showing a programme
including cur very cwn Community Shop SO AL T
October 1981

The refurbishment of the Village Hall completed. - krown -as the ¥Jubilposit

as some of the monsy spant en the kitchen and leg sextension came from the -
S lver Jub*lﬂ‘ fund- o ik ; YA
Octcber 1981 et i il L

Stov' Cryer received the trephy which marks the praataqt ach‘*vtmvnt An' :
the recent history of Brenter Cricket Club - The Championship of the Launcaston
and D strict Saturday League i

February 1981 ; A et : i el T
Meals ¢n Whaalsisch&me'startednup again by The Brenter Ladies Group

Marchu1982

Villagérs get the chance te learn French and Spanish  ( Nearly six years
later Pat Blowsr sti 11 Iun tk& Spanlsh cla&s ) ; o ok i

'Septembez 1983 ; S : : S e
A swarm of bses s= t up 1vadd9n04 in. the:church. roef ... Proving: to be persistent

. +..1little things- both the Environmental Health Officer and R‘ntﬂxtll had toc-

bs called in tﬂ sclve the prablem



February 1984

Mr Ed Bleowsy recelved an engraved trophy that he and the Brenteor Parish
Bowls Team wen 2t the Bowls Tournament in July 1983

May 1984

W2 reported with great sadness the death of Jean Whitfield  She diad from
leaukasmia  In memeory of her life. tress were plantsd in the playing field
and the Jean Whitfield Memcrial Walk has becoms an annual svent  Sponscorship
meney raised by the walkers has amcunted te seme £630 This has gene to

the Plymcuth and District Leaukaemia Fund to help them in the fight against

July 1985

Visiters arrive te stay in Brenter from Mery Corben  France (Mary Tavy' s
twin village)

Nevember 1985 ,

The Branter W I compile infermaticn abcut the Parish for the Docmsday

Prc ject’

January 1986

A map was printed of the night sky shoewing ths preobable path of Halley s
Comet (Drawn by Dennis and Stephen Young )

May 1987

Stella Claringbeld broke hsr ankls while going te church ¢n the Ter  Always
one to make the best of eveéry situation she extorted £12 75 from friends
whe signaed her plaster cast  All in 2 goed cause though - the Methedist
Maintenance fund benefitting ]

July 1987

The centra of the village buzzed with activity when 2 Pathfinder Group from
Okehampten camped in the fis=ld cppesite the Church Hall

* ¥ ¥ ¥ %
AND NOW BACK TO THE PRESENT

%**%*****%**%**%************%**ﬁ*****************ﬁ****ﬁ*****%****ﬁ**

L CELEBRATIQN i1
far

THE BRENTOR NEWS 100th EDITION

* # *

There will be a Plate Supper ¢n Saturday Fabruary 20th in the Chureh Hall
from Tpm = Adults and children are all very waleome - All ycu have te do
is bring yeur .chcice of savcury dish. and whatever ycu wish te drink and
a glass tc drink it cut of (There is nc entry chargs )

Plesass phone Pat Burns (Chillaten 259) or Jackie Watsen (Mary Tavy
621) if you.d like tc come along - and if you can t make contact with them
ceme= aleong anyway! The last Plats Supper was z great suce=zss with music
and soft lights. and lots of wenderful food sc don t-miss: this cnel!

B RIS S IR K 3R 00 00 000202 00 B0 60BN AR



THE COMMUNITY BUS: Tavistock Community Transport are new offering a bus
service from Brentor te Tavistock on Tuesdays.. ,

C. TAVISTOCK - LAMERTON - CHILLATON - CORYTON Every Tuegsday.
Fares ) :

S. DR TAVISTOCK, Bedferd Sqg. 10.10 TAVISTOCK, Bedford Sq. 12.45
36 54 Brentor, Yellands .- 10.19 St. Maryhaye 12.49
44 66 Liddaton Green - o o020 Venn House [12:53
‘44 66  CORYTON, Church : 10.29 LAMERTON, Schcol 122555
44 66  Lowsertown ~al0kElt Camplahaye Hotel 2350
4L 66 Coryton Staticn 10.35 CHILLATON Square 1.08 . .
44y 66  Sydenham 10.38 Marystow S22 9R0)
44 66 Marystow W 10.41 Sydenham RQ
44 66  CHILLATON Square 10,44 Coryten Station 1512%
40 60 Camplehaye Hotel 10.53 Lowertown 1.16%
40 60 LAMERTON, Scheoel 10.55 CORYTON, Church 1.18%
40.60 Venn Heouse 10.58 Liddaton Green 1.23%
20 == St. Maryhaye 5202 Brentor, Yellands 1.28%

-- ==  TAVISTOCK, Bedferd Sq. 11.05 Brentor, War Mamcrial 1L 510)
TAVISTOCK, Bedford Sq. 1.40%

*May be up to-ten minutes later than these times.

TAVISTOCK CCMMUNITY TRANSPORT: 5. Lengacre, Harrowbarrow, Callingteon, Cormwall.
Tel. Liskeard 50477. i
‘ Stella Claringbeold.
OOCOOOOOﬁCOOOOOOOOOOOOGOO“COO”

BRENTOR PARISH COUNCIL needs a young persen to regularly clean the bus shelter
at the War Memorial. Salary: £25 per annum. Please contact: Mrs. E. Blowey,
Chillaton 255. it

occcoccoac00000ccocconooe

HALF TERM PLAY MORNING

All children and parents are invited te enjoy a Play Morning. We shall
gtart at 10 am with a hat making sessicn, followed by face painting. ~After
a break at 11 am for.crisps and drinks, coffee for Mums and hvlpers, Stella
will be at the piano fﬂr a sing-song, flnlshlng at 12.00.

Everycne is welceme to join us on ‘Tuesday 23rd February at the Church
Hall. A small charge of 75p per child will be made te cover costs.

If you weuld like te help and enjoy the fun, please contact Jeanstte
Emmett (Mary Tavy 222) or Jackie Watson (Mary Tavy 621).

Jaanette Emmett

WEDNESDAY MINI MARKET AND COFFEE MORNINGS - will be carrying cn as usual,
from 10.30 - 12.00 on alternate Wednesdays. ~ It was really gocd to see new
faces aswell as regulars at recent mornings.

If you weuld like to sit and demenstrate a craft or hcbby over a cup
of coffee one morning, please let Peggy Biggs know; it would be nice to
see what people get up to in their spare time! There will ncw be a nearly-new
stall sach merning, se if you have any items you'd like to sgll (just 15%
cemmission goes te the shop) please bring it along, marked with your name
and the price. As always if you also have fresh pFCdUCu to sell (again
with just 15% commissicn geing to the shop) please bring it te the Mini-Market,
already priced. Come along for a coffee and a chat - the dates of the next
few shops are given in the Diary Dates.

Peggy Biggs (Mary Tavy 247)



BRENTOR COMMUNITY CENTRE

: There was a Community Centre meeting in January at which the Chairman,
Mike Whitfield, reperted that the Centre had had a busy and successful past

few menths. ‘Many villagers had enjoyed a super evening with a plate supper

back in Ncvember, and adults and children alike had been spellbound by the
lovely decoraticns and carcls at Cotehele cne Sunday before Christmas.

When the R.S.P.B. came to talk at the Village Hall they attracted an audlence
of abcut -30 adults and children, and the Christmas.Special with mince pies

and punch had been particularly successful this year. Pat Burns had distributed
nearly 70 Christmas parcels to Brentor's senior citizens - including several
pecple who.were.only recently dlscﬂvered during the EEC butter roundsi

At the last Children's Filmshow, a PeC”Pd 42 chlldren had attended.

Treasurer Rick Blﬂwer reptrted that the Centre was well of f and the/
committes members agreed that mﬂney cculd readily be put back inte the
cemmunity.

It waS'reported that Peggy'Biggs had'many new ideas to rejuyinate'the
Community Centre Shcop/Coffee Mornlngs, and everyone was extremely pleased
that the shop was newly wnv1gorated

Tas cel brate the lOOth issus ef the Brenteor News there would be an
extra special bumper issue this menth, and a Celebraticn Plate Supper on
February 20th. Jeanette Emmett reptrt ed that she would be organising a

1-term play mornlng for children. . Rick Blewer alsc has plans afcet for
anﬂther Filmshow in-March aswell as a Spring Disco for the under 14 year
olds cn 26th March-=- watch cut. for. further details. There are alse plans
for many mere v1llage walks, and another Saturday speaker - h,pefully on
the mysteries of Dartmocr. i

The 1988 ccmmittee,is: Chairman, Mike Whitfield; Secretary, Jackie
Watscn; Treasurer, Rick Blewer; Shop. Ccordinatcers, Peggy Biggs. and Julia
Whitcomb; Playgroup Representative, denny Radferd; and Pat Burns, Jennifer
Venning, Jeanette Emmett, and Stella Claringbold. Please let them know
if you have ideas for cemmunlty events c¢r speakers. Please contact Mike
(209) or Jackie (621) if ycu'd like to come on the village walks.

""Jackie Watson

ococecernc000008CCcaoone
W I NEWS ;

One- bundred Issues youn:z Conar 3tulat1'ns to the Brentor News ahd
s¢ whe give up their time each menth te kesp us. informed of what
ng on in cur village Here s te the next hundred issues!

1988 bagan on a festive ncte for membsrs of the W I and their guests
when they held a New Year party at the begannlng of January

Institute business wh‘ch Jncluded presenting a New Member's Pack to

Mrs Carcl Sargent was soen dlsp-nced with and the party spirit prevailed
Games c¢rganised by Mrs Westen. Mrs Bird and Mrs Pritchard ccnsisted
of a picture quiz handoag treasure hunt a mine game - a brain-stretching
general knewledge quiz and a rag bag pass the parcel  Before tea Mrs
Davey dzlighted everyone with cne of her cver- popular dialect menclogues:
- Jam but nct Jerusalem fore leaving for hene sveryong was presaented,
with a small gift and Mrs Clark of ‘Lydford prepesed a vete of thanks:en
behalf of the visiters

Twe valued mdmbar - Mrs Beryl Purvis and Mrs Jenny Venning who were
both unwell were unfortunately missing from this meeting  We hope they
will scon be better and back with us again  Good wishes frem their fellew
members gc to them both

Once again the W I extends a warm welecme te all newecmers to the
village and will be delighted to see anybady whe is interestad at their
menthly meetings

Maricn Pritchard



BRENTOR MOTHER AND TODDLER GROUP:

Well here we are 63 years on and it only seems like yesterday when
we started the Mother and Teddler Group. Gill Barge (The Ceach House),
Jeanette Emmett and myself (Jenny Radford) had all just had new babies and -
wanted to get together occasicnally with cur babes so we started to meet
on odd afterncens in gachother's heouses. Eventually the babies grew and
more new mums, such as Mary Price and Rita Weekes, jeined and the rather
large toddlers began causing chaos in cur homes se we decided to make use’ ;
of the different toys belenging to the Playgroup and formed a group meetlng _
on cne afternoen a week in the Church Hall. By this time the Playgroup, :
which had been run by Gill Gerbutt, Pat Blower, Mandy French, ete., had
disbanded due ‘te the children preogressing te school age and so we became,
in effect, the new Playgroup, gradually changing our afterncen (due to changlng
sleeping patterns) to a merning.

Since theose days new mums teddlers and babies have joined, and we'
new meet each Tuesday morning 10 - 12 in the Church Hall. We have discarded
scme of the old toys and with the help of variocus fund ra1s1ng activities,
have managed te buy lots of new equipment, including a super new wocden
climbing frame, as well as new crayons, paints, glue etc. We always have
a children's Christmas Party complete with Father Christmas, and try to
arrange at least on2 v1sit a yéar'to somewhﬂra interestlng fﬂr the chlldr
and mums. -

We have regular meetings to assess the format of ‘the group and decide
how to sptnd funds ete., and our present committes consists of Jane ‘Gibbons
(316) Secretary, Carcl Sargeant (467) Treasurer, and myself as Chairwecman
(629). Numbzrs have fluctuated quite a lot, depending cn the age of the
children in Brenteor, and are slightly in dacllne now so we would welccme
any new mums in the area to join us. We charge 60p which includes coffee
for the mums and orange juice and a biscuit for the teddlers - so if there
are any neweomers tc the village with toddlers or babies, please ring any
of the above mentioned committee for information, or Just come along on
Tuesday mﬂrnings and join in the fun!

: Jenny Radford

oooceecooc00000cccoccoone :

There will be a Tupperware/Coffes Morning in the Village Hall at 10.15am

on Menday February 8th. Coffee is free and there will also be a raffle.
All proceeds will go towards Mary Tavy School Summer Fayre.

PLEASE NOTE: Mr. and Mrs. Terry of .Glenfield House have spare eggs to sell.
I don't know the price, but they're fres-range.

Rez Catlow.
¥ X % ¥ ¥

MARY TAVY DRAMA GROUP PRESENTS
A COMEDY BY PHILLIP KING "I'LL GET MY MAN"
IN CORONATION HALL, MARY TAVY
ON THURSDAY 3rd, FRIDAY 4th, SATURDAY 5th MARCH
Tickets: £1.50 for adults; £1.00 for children and 0.A.P.'s (with discounts

for groups of 10 or meore), available from Pat Smith, 9 Scuth View, Mary
Tavy, (M/T 751) or ‘Farley Men's Wear', Tavistock.

Maureen Smith



CHURCH NEWS

Congratulations to.the Brentor News on scoring its first century. We showl?
acknowledge all the effort (including sweat and no doubt some tears) put
into the production work by the Brentor Team - past and present. TLet us
hope that it will goon to score another century!

Lent d : e : St -

Lsh Wednesday, which begins the Lent period is on 17th February and it
happens to be the date of the next Community Coffee Morning and Mini-
Market. The same morning there will be a short service - -of Holy Communion
in Christ Church at 10.30 a.m. which can be conveniently coupled with
coffeeat the Church Hall. afterwards. A

The following Wednesday, 24th March, the Lent Study Group commences at
7.30 p.m, at the 0ld P st Office by kind invitation of Peggy and Mike Biggs.
It is proposed that the group follow the Radio Devon programme "Who on
earth are you?" which includes a number of interesting speakers. The
meetings are open to all - whatever their belief,

Church Annual Meeting

This 18 an advance notice of the AGM which will be partially a social event
with coffee and bsicuits and probably an interesting video on Monday,

7th March at 7.30 p.m. in the Church Hall. So make a note of the date

and be prepared: to send.in to whe Church Secretary, Jennifer Venning,
nominations for membership of the Church Council; we do need some younger
blood from our church membership on the Council. Wg also extend a warm
wilcome to newcomers to the village to join our congregation and attend

Church Orgamist ‘ ~

We all mics very much Jennifer Venning from her seat at the .organ - which
she has occupied Sunday by Sunday for the past 21 years. We hope that she
will soon be feeling more her old self. Whether or not she is fully
recovered by then, there will be this year the usual Bread and Cheese
Tunch which she has made a tradition in Brentor. It will again be in

aid of the Children's Society and will be held in the Church Hall on
Saturday 26th March - so make & note of the date. .

CHURCH HALL o8 el iy R b HES

The dall 1s in need of a good Spring Clean. TLots of willing pands,
complete with cleaning utensils etc can make short work of this on
Saturday 27th February from 10 a.m. onwards. Please come alkng to help

if you are ablel

BRENTORIANS : b
Rehearsals are now in full swing for the drama production of the year -

"Poo Soon for Daisies" in the Church Hall on Wednesday 16th March,
Thursday 17th and Friday 18th. A11 performances will begin atb, T.50 pPea
Watch for the posters and obtaln your tickets from one oﬁ the caste
Enquiries to Maureen Prescott (tel Mgry Tavy 737) or Sheila Wegton

(tel Mary Tavy 425). : :

EASTCOTT MEMORIAL FT LD Ty :
Arrangementé aTe 1n hand to purchase a "Kiddies Kabin®" of natural wood

. . . > . | 5 f
for the Plag Area. The intention is to erect it om the_lowe? part o
the area, pﬁobably on Saturday 19th March. Volunteers, partlgularly
fathers, will be welcome that day, as the structure though quite small
will arrive in sections and will have to be put together.

J.W.



METHODIST CHURCH NEWS:

; Brentir Methodist Chureh congratulates all those respensible for the
publication ¢f the Bretitcr News reaching its 100th issus:  We wish it further
succass in the future gs we rely on it to kesp us up to date in all village
activities :

This ceecasicn’ ccincides with the amalgamaticn of the three leeal Methtdl t
Churches by which all future services will be held at Brentor

Through all the changing scenes of life

In trcuble and in joy

The praises of my God shall still :
My heart and tungue emplcy Stella Clarinzbeld

% % & % %
THE 100TH EDITION:

Just cver eisht years age a2 small group of pecple. living in and arcund -
Brentor agresd to start a community newsletter ths Brentor News — Possibly
3t ‘that time nebody vealised the impaet this would have on the Parish cver
the years or ths amount of work invelved  The Brentor Community Centre.
faunjeis of the project. can be cengrtulated for their perseverance and
rascluticn  From the very bsginning ths main werk fell cn the sditor
Gill Gorbutt aleng with David  In those early days the newslettsr was
printed cn 2 small printer turned by hand (far ints the night) Copy was
ccllected on seraps <f n4p9r gerted cut  vetted as te being nen-offensive

“(libeleous) and typed cnte stencils The sditer travelled all cver the P’Iluh
and bey:nd digeing cut scraps of infoarmation  Many pacple. at first reluctant
© to put werds or thoughts inte print were persuaded to de s¢ The newslatter
acquired ragular features Parish Council news W I Parish and Methedist
Chureh news  «<te  plus a diarv of monthly cor cther events

Apart frem the printing being dene electrically the menthly work is
the same and has te be f r news and sc forth must be ferreted cut of pecple
such as myself whe never seem to realize the deadline for putting the menthly
editicn te bed as Gill u"=d te say  When printing is complete. the sheets
are cellated and stapled  The work by the editeor is still nct complete
for they are scrted inte small bundles and delivered te varicus pecple who
in turn deliver in their cwn area  Oveér the years and in all weathers
the Brentor News has appesred on cur decvsteps and for that we thank all
these dedicated pecple for helping to keep us in touch with and te enable
us to fesl part of our community ‘ g PR

The tepies in print have varied from parking preblsms. clesure of the
*Pest Offlce street lights the Tor for sale. planting of trees arcund the
villag= tec the Pied Piper of Tavistock called cut te remcve the rats
residing on the land alongside the Methodist Chapel

The years have passed. we have a new editcrial team in Mike Rez and
Jackie  We wish them well in this the 100th editicn

Remember they need your news and items letters. recipss. diary dates
and s cn  Previded we can provide news The Brentor News will go frem
strength tec strensth

Congratulations Brenter News : ; Dennis Yecung
SRR e 9K )

BRENTOR VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AGM - 22ND FEBRUARY, 7.30 IN THE
VILLAGE HALL

Our AGM held =z 1little later than usual is when we =lect cur new
officers and committee  We welceme all residents in Brentcr beth 21d and
new to come aleng and make a eontributicon by putting themselves up for
alection to a working committes We are a registered eharity and recelve



ne inccome apart froem money raised and hall lettings

Please suppert us and help te kesp cur village hall running.  Apart
frem cur own elected ccmmittes all creganisations within the Parish are
entitled to ncminate a repressentative committes membsr  We waleeme all
organigaticns Please suppert us by coming 21onz on the 22nd

Dennis Ycung Hen See  te Brentor Village Hall Management Comnittee

cococorrec00000cccocorone

BRENTOR PARISH COUNCIL: (The follewing items appeared in the M’nut :g of
the meeting held Monday l8th Nevembsr 1987 )

Heme Help. - The Clerk was instructed to arranze a mecting with Mr - Tibbenham
Councillors C Downing and J  Watseon offered teo wmset with M Tibbenham
at the Sceial Servieces Centre Tavistock

Parking in th# Centre of the Villag The parking problems appear te have
been sclved | Censtablz D211 (alsc pch=nt at the meating) peinted cut that
because the spesd 1imit in the village is de-restricted. vehieles parkead

at night ¢n the highway must have their side Lights on

Abandonad Cars in Arsa of Village cunciller Mrs Westen reported that
there appeared Lo be several abandenad cars parked cn the verges in the
vicinity of thﬂ Village and asked if aything cculd. be dene Censtable Dell
stated any cars parkad cn the Publ‘c Highway cr vergss without current tax
discs were i1llegally parkad = He suggestzd the Clerk contact the Envircnmental
Officzrat WD B.C <ffices who would: taks the appropriate action

Siqg§ at Lydford Mrs. Weston pointed cut that the signs erected in the
Lydfzrd area were sirectad by the Teurist Beard and not the Naticnal Trust
as stated in Minuts No - 867

Seat at War Memerial Mrs Watson pointed cut that the seat appeared :
neaed of some vepairs The Clerk was instructed te contact Mr Biaggs

BRENTOR PARISH COUNCIL: (The follcowing items appearad in the Minutes of
the meeting held Menday 18th January 1988 )

Home Help My Downing and Mrs' Watsen met M Tibbenham  Councillors

however ars still cencerned that there appears to be ne heliday cever for
pecple relying on Hems Helps

Methedist Hom=s For the Aged {(MHAO) Applicaticn has been made te the funding
agency  The Hcusing Cerpcraticon - for meney teo build six sheltersd bungalows
in the fellewing villages: Princetcown Mary Tavy and Miltoen Abbot  Further
censultations ars needed but preliminary indicaticns are that there is need
for bungalcews in Brenter Lydford and Peter Tavy

Parish Prac=pt It was prepesed by M Young and sezecended by Mrs Weston
that the Parish Precept remain at £350 00 for the year 1988/89

Bus Sheltar Cleanding It was dacided to advartise in the Brentor News for
A young perscn te clean the Bus Shelter  Salary weould be £26 per year payable
in twe installments - June and December

Next Meeting  The next mecting of the Brantor Parish Council was arranged
fci Monday O March 1988  This meeting will be the A G M tc commence at

7 15cm folloewed by an Ordinary Meeting at 7 30pm tc be held in tha Brentoer
Village Hall

coneoccecc00000ccoccaecoe



DIARY DATES:

February 3rd

Februéry.ﬂth

February 15th
Fabruary 17th

Fabruary 20th

February 23rd

February 24th

February 27th
Mar‘eh -2nd
March 3rd
Mareh 3rd

Mar ch 7th
Mareh ‘12th
Mar ch 16th

Marchi 23rd
Mareh 26th

April Tth

'>P1av Morning 10

"W I Jumble Sale
17th and 18th:

Wednesday Mindi Market/Coffes Morning. 10 30 -~ 12
Church Hall

W I Meeting: Small Animals Vet - Mrs. Judith Webster
W I Pub Lunch - Brentcr: Inn:

Wednesday Mini Market/Coffesa Morning. 10 30 -~ 12
Chureh Hall. -

"100th Editien of the Brentor News. Culebﬂat*on Plate Supper

From 7 OOpm in the Church Hall
e ] 20 Chuych Hall

W I Heme Ecﬂncmlcc Wate 10ﬂ]ﬂur Painting Day Schesl
Brentor Village Hall = 10 30am -3 30pm

Saturday Merning Church Hall Spring Clean

Everyonz welceme!

Wednesday Mini Mar ket /Coffee Morning as above
WI e smbers Day

th and 5th Mv’V Tavy Drama Group s I 11 Get My Man'

Cfvcratzcn Hall
Branter Church A G M_

Mary Tavy

7 30pm Church Hall

Village Hall 2 30pm :
The Brenteorians Ppresent "Too Sﬂﬂn For Daisieg?

Church Hall 7 30cm

W I Patchwerk Dav Scheel - Mrs . Drew

. Village Hall
10am te 3pm ,

Spring Disco. Villags Hall 6 30 -9 OOpm

14 year olds
W I Meeting: M- P
7 30cm Villagc Hall

Far the undey

Jehnisen Plym'uth P91ks DupL
VJth ors WFlcdmw .



EPILOGUE

To round off this centenary issue we are reproducing part of an article written by Stella
Claringbold originally published in No. 4, February 1980. It gives a graphic account of Brentor
between the wars.

"Just along the road lived our coal merchant, here he comes with the waggon drawn by a shire
horse named 'Flower'. The waggon is empty so no doubt a truck of coal is in the siding at the
station waiting to be shovelled, weighed and bagged up. Probably a local lad will be helping to do
this on a Saturday or during the school holidays.and will be a 'study in black and white' by the
end of the day and be bathed in a large zinc bath in front of the fire or range. The water for this
will have most likely been heated in kettles and saucepans. Water is obtained from the rain
water butt if there has been rain recently, otherwise carried from the chute, there being no
mains water.

Brentor Station in the 1930's

This reminds me of the familiar site of families carrying water in baths and buckets on
Saturdays in preparation for washing on Monday - nothing was done on the Sabbath but what was
strictly necessary - this meant many trips up and down the village. Before coppers came into
use, all the water for washing was heated on a kitchen range which shone and twinkled having
been regularly cleaned with black lead and plenty of elbow grease! Clothes were washed in zinc
baths and wooden tubs or trays as some were called. Before the water as thrown away after the
clothes, house and bed linen were washed, everything needing a scrub was well and truly
scrubbed i.e. the kitchen table, chopping board, bread board, rolling pin, the wooden stairs and
lastly the stone floor - no warm water was ever wasted. At the end of this performance all the
water was carried to a drain for disposal. Sheets and pillow-slips dried in the fresh air and
sunshine had a fragrance unknown to linen dried in the tumble driers of today.

The blacksmith's shop was a popular meeting place for farmers - here children would
revel seeing sparks flying from the fire as iron for horse shoes was heated and the ringing sound
of the iron being hammered into shape on the anvil could be heard in our homes. The butcher's
shop always seemed a busy place, housewives as ever purchasing meat to cook wholesome meals
for families. No doubt some went into pasties with swede turnip, onion and potato for the men of



the household to carry for their sustenance during their long working day. Many men were farm
labourers, some worked on the railway and others at the stone quarries between Mary Tavy and
Tavistock.

Milk was not delivered, it could be bought from the numerous smallholdings. Families
employed by Mr Frank Ward of Burnville had free milk. In fine weather one walked through the
field paths and along the drive to Burnville House where a cheery housemaid, kitchen maid or
cook would fill the enamel or aluminium can with scald milk. Nothing ever tasted so good on a hot
summer day as a long drink of this milk from the lid of the can on the return journey! Butter
was also supplied. It really was the gold hue of buttercups and shaped into a round and always a
print on the top - one being of thistle flowers and another of Saint Michael's Church on Brent
Tor.
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Brentor village centre in 1918

What a delight it was to play in the fields at harvest time. Beautiful horses pulled the hay
waggons which were piled high with hay and laughing, carefree children. What is now our
Sports Field was then allotments and the joy of many men in the village. A field at Burn Lane
was used as a football field. Brentor had a good football team and the cups they won were proudly
displayed in the butcher's shop window. A carpenter and undertaker lived at Burn Lane and |
think that at one time there was a blacksmith's shop there also, probably before there was one
in the village itself. "
Stella Claringbold
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POSTSCRIPT

Thank you to every body who has contributed to these first hundred issues and to all those who
have helped to type, duplicate and distribute the paper every month - and thank you to all our
readers who continue to put up with us month after month.

Editors.



